The Little Trolley That Did...

BCA'’s First Wednesdays’ Bronx Culture Trolley’s Mak es its 50th Run
January 2008 — Phil Cardone, Bronx Council on the Arts

The First Wednesday Bronx Culture Trolley visited cultural
venues in the South Bronx area on February 6, 2008, marking
its 50th trip since its inaugural run in December 2002. And with
each of those trips, the Bronx Culture Trolley has grown in
popularity and gained increased public awareness, not only in
the five boroughs, but nationally and internationally as well.

A program of the Bronx Council on the Arts (BCA), the First
Wednesday Bronx Culture Trolley was initially conceived as
the first action toward creating the South Bronx “Cultural
Corridor,” an arts-related economic development plan
positioning the lower Grand Concourse as a “Gateway to the
Arts in the Bronx.” BCA's plan was to create and maintain arts
participation in the area, develop audience and community
awareness, and generate business in the area while promoting
the South Bronx as a tourism destination. The trolley provided
people with a fun way to get around and attend cultural venues
that they might not otherwise have visited.

Each First Wednesday at 5:30pm (except September and
January), the trolley leaves from Hostos Community College _
and makes a cultural loop through the lower Grand Concourse,
treating its riders to some of the hottest cultural attractions, dining establishments and entertainment venues in

the Mott Haven section of the Bronx. Bronx Culture Trolley Nights are open to the public and admission to the
trolley and all participating venue attractions is free. The trolley, and many of its venues, is wheelchair accessible.

Trolley Brings Positive Public Awareness

The fact that the Bronx Culture Trolley has created positive public awareness of the area and its venues has been
reinforced each and every trolley month. In the beginning, riders were skeptical for fear that they would be
stranded in an unfamiliar area. But being on the trolley provided an entirely different view of the South Bronx and
of what the area has to offer. Many of these people have become trolley regulars and others are patronizing the
cultural venues and local restaurants on evenings that the trolley doesn't run.

The Little Trolley that Might Became the Little Tro  lley that Did

The Bronx Culture Trolley is now a “must do event” on the calendars of “First Wednesday” regulars from all five
boroughs and beyond. Fifty-five people attended the trolley’s inaugural night with four venues hosting four
activities. As of December 2007, over 3,500 people have ridden the Bronx Culture Trolley since its initial run.
Almost 5,000 people have enjoyed numerous free First Wednesday activities at more than twenty participating
cultural venues.

The increase in numbers is just one aspect the trolley’s success story. Along with the Bronx Culture Trolley, the
venues that have become part of First Wednesdays over the years have also enjoyed a gain in public awareness
and a gain in “walk-ins” on trolley nights. Walk-ins are people who do not necessarily ride the trolley, but are
familiar enough with the First Wednesdays’ attractions that they simply head off to the venue of their choice to
enjoy the attraction of the evening. The best part is that many of these people did not even know about some of
these cultural venues until they took their first trip on the trolley.
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International Trolley Riders

After all five boroughs had representation on trolley nights and then Westchester and New Jersey began trickling
in, First Wednesday trolley nights began realizing popularity beyond expectations. Then, in 2004, the international
riders appeared. The Belgian couple who read about the Bronx Culture Trolley in the Belgian publication Knack
was the first. Additional international riders included visitors from Germany, Sweden, Japan, Spain, Italy, China,
and England, many of them reading about us online. One woman from lItaly visits New York every August and
always makes that month’s trolley one of her American vacation stops.

Media Coverage has been Favorable

Initially, the Bronx Culture Trolley audience grew by word-of-mouth. When the media took notice to what was
happening in the Bronx’s Mott Haven area every First Wednesday, favorable coverage was widespread. It not
only included trolley night itself, but individual trolley night segments as well. Media segments featured the
Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos, the Artisans Boutique, Pregones Thetaer, Haven Arts, and Ironworks Gallery.

Over the years, the Bronx Culture Trolley has received media coverage from Bronx Beat, Bronx Penny Pincher,
Bronx Times Reporter, Bronx Tourism Council, Bronxnet, CityLimits.org, Crain’'s New York Business, Daily News,
El Diario, Indie News, El Hispano, Home News Tribune, Houston Press, Inside Look Community Magazine (within
the Verizon Directory), Journal News, New Museum, New York Post/Tempo, New York Times, News 12 The
Bronx, NYC and Company, NYFA Interactive News, Riverdale Press, Telemundo Channel 47, Time Out New
York, and WWRL 1600 AM Radio. Internationally, media coverage included the previously mentioned Belgian
publication Knack and the Japanese online publication new-york-art.com.

First Wednesday Bronx Culture Trolley Attractions

Over the years, trolley attractions have included art exhibits, poetry readings, film screenings, concerts, and live
theatrical, musical, comedy, and dance performances at such venues as 52 Park, Artist Studio Tours, Blue Ox
Bar, Bronx Museum of the Arts, Clocktower Building, CONVERSIONSs (formerly artist studio tours), Downtown
Bronx Bar & Café, Green Corner, Hagan Saint Philip Gallery, Haven Arts Gallery, Hostos Center for the Arts &
Culture, Ironworks Gallery, Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos, J. Maxson's Bar & Grill, Pregones Theater, Spanic
Attack's Bronx Salon, Storage Art Space, Synthetic Zero Loft Events, and Yankee Tavern. Special trolley nights
have expanded to such cultural Hunts Point hot spots as the Bronx Academy of Arts & Dance, Mud/Bone, Studio
889 and The Point. Trolley nights also include BCA's unique bronx Artworks creations of the Artisans Boutique —
novelty items, arts & crafts, art cards, ceramics, jewelry, and more — all hand-crafted by Bronx artists

Trolley riders are occasionally treated to a “Works-in-Motion”  performance which features live entertainment on
board the trolley. Such performances featured dancers, music, Shakespeare sonnets, a pirate high-jacking,
puppets, and theatrical readings.

May 2006 marked the first Bronx Culture Daytime Trolley for seniors . Attendees of selected Bronx senior
centers were treated to a morning of free cultural activities including a round-trip trolley ride, a tour and
performance at Pregones Theater, and a gallery tour and talk at the Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos and lunch.
April 2007 marked the first University Trolley Day which provided students at Fordham University an afternoon
of free cultural activities with the addition of a guided tour of the exhibitions of the Bronx Museum of Arts.

Bronx Culture Trolley Receives Major Kudos

The Bronx Culture Trolley received major kudos in an August 2007 report by the Center for an Urban Future
which stated that “The Bronx Culture Trolley is widely considered the most successful of the city’s trolley routes”.
The Bronx Council on the Arts thanks all of the riders of the Bronx Culture Trolley for its first fifty successful runs
and promises to provide the same quality First Wednesday activities during the next fifty.

For additional information on the Bronx Culture Trolley, call 718-931-9500 x33 or e-mail trolley@bronxarts.org.
Visit BCA’s website at www.bronxarts.org regularly for information on each month’s First Wednesday trolley night
attractions as well as other events, activities, and programs of the Bronx Council on the Arts.

The Bronx Culture Trolley, a program of the Bronx Council on the Arts’ Bronx Cultural Card and the Bronx Tourism Council, is
made possible with funding from JPMorgan Chase Foundation, the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, the New
York State Council on the Arts, the Bronx Delegation of the City Council, and Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrién, Jr.
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