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Bronx is ‘the borough to be’ for art, she says
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Deirdre Scott, executive director of the Bronx Council on the Arts, is on a mission
to spread the Bronx's arts scene beyond its borders.

The Big Read, a national program in which thousands of
expected participants will read
the same book.
Meanwhile, Scott, who
moved to the Bronx from Harlem, wants to make art even
more a part of Bronx daily life.
“What I would like to do is
create more opportunities,”
Scott said. “One of goals I have
as a person of color, as a person
in an outer borough, is to create
value around what we do, not
from the top down, but from the
people out.
“The more the people value
their culture, their heritage, their
legacy, their things, their stuff,
the more they will tell their own
stories.”
If those Bronx stories connect with other boroughs, that’s
just fine with her.

“I want to mix it up,” Scott
said. “I want to have that fresh
mix, that constant churn of information and goodness and
projects and issues. We want to
get folks moving around in the
neighborhood, and get them to
get out of the neighborhood.
“Let’s get the Bronx out of the
Bronx, and let’s get the boroughs
into the Bronx,” she added.
Scott will be among five
Bronx honorees at Rep. Jose E.
Serrano and New York State Sen.
Jose M. Serrano’s Feb. 10 Black
History Month observance.
Learn more about BCA programs, including the “Bronx
Recognizes It’s Own” BRIO)
awards at the website,
www.bronxarts.org.

